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 RECOLLECTIONS and REVELATIONS 
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              Fr. John Lehner, O.S.F.S. 

St. Francis de Sales High School Chaplain 
 
 

OCTOBER, 2008, CALENDAR 
 
Thurs. Oct. 2 Freshman Football vs. Waite 5:00 p.m. 
 
Fri. Oct. 3 Water Polo at Rockford Cup (Rockford, MI)  - continues on Saturday  
  Varsity Football at Waite 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sat. Oct. 4 Cross Country – Les Eisenhart Invitational – Worthington, OH 12:15 p.m. 
  Soccer at St. John’s Jesuit J.V. Red  12:00 p.m.  /  J.V. Blue  2:00 p.m.  /  Varsity  4:00 p.m. 
 
Mon. Oct. 6 J.V. Football at Waite 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 



Tues. Oct. 7 J.V. Red Soccer t.b.a. 
  Water Polo at Sylvania Varsity  6:00 p.m.  /  J.V.  7:00 p.m. 
  Catholic High School College Fair at Lourdes College 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
   
Wed. Oct. 8 J.V. Red Soccer at Ottawa Hills t.b.a. 
  Chappuis Mass & Fellowship  -  Chapel 8:30 a.m. 
 
Thurs. Oct. 9 Soccer vs. Central Catholic J.V. Red  4:30 p.m.  /  J.V. Blue  4:30 p.m.  /  Varsity  6:30 p.m. 
  Freshman Football at Central Catholic 5:00 p.m. 
 
Fri. Oct. 10 Homecoming  
  Rally  2:00 p.m.  /  Student Tailgate  4:00 p.m.  /  Parade  6:00 p.m. 
  Varsity Football  vs. Central Catholic at UT 7:00 p.m. 
  Dodge Caliber Raffle at halftime of game  (tickets still available) 
  Water Polo – Kyle McGarity Memorial at SFS  -  continues on Saturday 
 
Sat. Oct. 11 Crew at Columbus Classic – Westerville, OH 
  Cross Country City Championships at Ottawa Park 10:00 a.m. 
  Homecoming Dance  -  gym 8:00 – 11:00 p.m. 
 
Sun. Oct. 12 7th and 8th   Grade Fun Knight 5:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
 
Mon. Oct. 13 Faculty Meeting  -  2:00 p.m. Dismissal  
  All College Applications with Nov 1st deadline due to Mr. Maj 
  J.V. Football vs. Central Catholic 5:00 p.m. 
 
Wed.  Oct. 15 Test Day – testing begins at 8:25 a.m.  /  dismissal at 2:00 p.m.  (details below) 
  Senior College Visit Day  - no classes  
 
Thurs. Oct. 16 Freshman Football vs. Scott 5:00 p.m. 
 
Fri. Oct. 17 Water Polo Regional Tournament  -  continues on Saturday 
 
Sat. Oct. 18 Cross Country District Championship at Pearson Park t.b.a. 
  Varsity Football at Scott 1:30 p.m. 
 
Mon. Oct. 20 First Quarter Exam Week  
  J.V. Football at Scott 5:00 p.m. 
 
Thurs. Oct. 23 Hall of Fame Banquet at SFS 6:00 p.m. 
 
Fri. Oct. 24 Water Polo State Tournament at Mason  -  continues on Saturday 
  Varsity Football vs. St. John’s Jesuit at BGSU 7:00 p.m. 
 
Sat. Oct. 25 Crew at Speakmon Memorial – Dublin, OH 
  Cross Country Regional Championship at Tiffin or Pickerington 12:45 p.m. 
 
Wed. Oct. 29 National Honor Society Induction Ceremony 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Parents are encouraged to check the St. Francis de Sales High School web page at www.sfstoledo.org for the daily 
announcements and calendar updates. 
 
St. Francis de Sales High School and its students help raise money during the school year for the benefit of the St. Francis de 
Sales High School Endowment Fund, which provides financial assistance to needy and deserving young Knights.  Right now, 
many students attend our school who would not be able to do so were it not for this great 2009 Dodge Caliber SXT raffle.  
Thanks to a personal gift from Richard M. Barchick, we have been able to purchase a brand new Dodge from Charlie’s Dodge 
to raffle off at out homecoming football game between St. Francis de Sales High School vs. Central Catholic High School on 
October 10th.  You are invited to be a part of the “Win-Win” deal.  $50 drawings to be held at St. Francis after the Caliber 
drawing.  Ticket price – only $25.  Make check payable to St. Francis de Sales High School – Caliber  and mail to 2323 W. 
Bancroft St., Toledo, OH  43607.  Ticket stubs will be mailed to you.  Winner need not be present to win. 
 
The Balfour Rep will be at St. Francis de Sales on Wednesday, October 8th during lunch periods for any additional Junior Ring 
Orders .  This will be your last opportunity to place an order and receive the class ring at the January Ring Ceremony.  
Information packets may be picked up in the main office. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

October 15 th Testing Day 
 
October 15th is a free day for seniors.  Seniors are highly encouraged to visit college campuses on that day.   
 
Juniors & Sophomores …will take the PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test) on Wednesday, October 15, 2008.  This test, co-sponsored by the College Board and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation, measures verbal and mathematical reasoning abilities important for success in college.  Your son will 
receive his scores on the test in December, and Mr. Arnold will interpret the results in-group meetings with students.  In 
addition, Mr. Arnold has scheduled a Junior Parent Meeting for December 17th to discuss the test and provide an interpretation 
of the test results.  Please make sure that your son is present on Wednesday, October 15, so that he may take the test.  
Testing will begin promptly at 8:25 a.m.  Your son must be in his test room no later than 8:20 a.m.  There will be a special 
schedule for that day and students will be dismissed once the examination period has ended at 2:00 p.m.  Juniors were 
involved with their first meeting in September with Mr. Arnold in preparation for the PSAT.  During the coming months both Mr. 
Arnold and Mr. Maj will meet with juniors on a regular basis and provide them with college materials that will be critical in 
helping them make their senior year a success here at St. Francis. Ms. Konnert will provide the sophomores with their results of 
the PSAT and an interpretation of these in December, as well.  Additionally, Ms. Konnert has scheduled a Sophomore Parent 
Meeting for Wednesday, January 14, 2009 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. to discuss the test and provide an interpretation of the 
results. 
 
Freshman . . .  will be given the EXPLORE test on October 15, 2008.  The EXPLORE® program is designed to help 9th graders 
explore a broad range of options for their future. EXPLORE prepares students not only for their high school coursework, but for 
their post–high school choices as well. It marks an important beginning for a student's future academic and career success.  
Mrs. Ribovich will provide the students with an orientation to the test and teachers will be reviewing the concepts measured on 
the test prior to October 17th.  In addition, Mrs. Ribovich will discuss the results of the testing with the students by mid-January 
and with the parents on January 21, 2009. 
 

DISMISSAL WILL BE at 2:00 p.m. 
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On behalf of our department chair, Ray Maj, and the administration, our school welcomes a new counselor, Kate Ribovich .  
She will be designated to freshmen, sophomores and juniors whose last name begin with the letter A-G. Kate will be 
responsible for all freshman responsibilities along with facilitation special services, transitions group and Teen Institute. 
 
Our Semifinalists in the 2008 National Merit Scholarship Program  were announced on September 12th.  The 16,000 
scholastically talented high school seniors have an opportunity to continue in the competition for some 8,200 Merit Scholarships 
awards, worth $34 million dollars, that will be offered next spring.  To be considered for a Merit Scholarship awards, 
Semifinalists must fulfill several requirements and advance to the Finalist level of competition.  About 90% of the Semifinalists 
are expected to become Finalists, and approximately half of the Finalist will be selected as Merit Scholarship winners.  
Semifinalists are designated on a state representational basis.  The number of Semifinalists named in each state is proportional 
to the state’s percentage of the national total of high school graduating seniors.  Congratulations to Justin Mrkva and 
Benjamin Spang – our Semifinalists in the 2008 Nati onal Merit Competition. 
 
Our "Lunch and Learn" career speaker series returns for its third year.  In October, students can sign up to hear speakers in the 
fields of Pharmacy (Oct. 9), Engineering (Oct. 16) and Medicine (Oct. 30).  Students can get more information and sign up with 
Ms. Konnert in Guidance. 
 
College Fair . . .  Area Catholic High Schools will host their annual College Fair on October 7th at Lourdes College .   
Approximately 100 college representatives will be available to distribute information and to answer questions from interested 
students and parents.  The college fair is held from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  All sophomores, juniors and seniors are encouraged 
to attend. Two financial aid presentations will be given.  One presentation is at 6:30 p.m. and one at 7:30 p.m. It is important for 
sophomores and juniors to begin their search for the school that best fits them.  It is our tradition that SFS students are 
expected to be in school dress code. See you at the FAIR.   
 
The opportunity for a “job shadowing experience for juniors and seniors will enter its second year." Approximately 30 of our 
alumni and parents have already signed up to sponsor individual student visitations for a day.  The program is open to juniors 
and seniors.  They are allowed one excused absence each year for this opportunity.  But, students need to talk with Ms. 
Konnert in Guidance to arrange this.  For more information, go to: http://connection.naviance.com/sfstoledo.  After you sign in, 
click on the “Job Shadowing” at the left under “From your School.” 
 
The guidance department welcomes the return of our liaison person, Dr. Laura Extejt; she will begin her fifth year of 
association with the SFS guidance staff.  Laura who is associated with Dr. Jerome Zake is with us for five hours on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday of each week.  If your son is experiencing any special circumstances that warrant a need to see a 
professional, please call your son’s counselor and discuss the matter with him or her.  
 
National Honor Society students will be available both before and after school for tutoring assistance.  For more information on 
this, please contact Ms. Konnert in Guidance.  If your son is need of a peer tutor or an adult tutor, please call your son’s 
counselor.  



 
All parents and students are encouraged to visit Naviance Family Connection  and check any updates to the following 
sections:  nominations, special events, valuable links, college representatives and scholarships.  This system provides all 
students with everything that they need to access in terms of the college admissions process. Students are expected to 
complete various assignments throughout their years at SFS.  A Learning Styles Inventory has now become a part of the 
system and Mrs. Kate Ribovich will be discussing this online inventory with all new freshmen.  All assignments for Naviance and 
for our Career Internet Program  are listed in Naviance.   All sophomores, juniors and senior parents have received an e-mail 
providing instructions for automatic registration.  If you did not receive this e-mail, it means that your son did not enter your 
information into his account.  Please instruct him to do so as soon as possible. 
 
Divorce/Separation Group  - This year Ms. Kathy Konnert and Mrs. Kate Malone will facilitate the student support group for 
Divorce/Separation.  If you think your son could benefit from this, please contact one of them for more information. 
 
College Representatives:  Approximately 80 representatives will be visiting our campus during the fall.  Juniors and seniors 
interested in visiting with them must register at Naviance and ask their teacher’s permis sion to attend .  Juniors are 
required to print the college rep. pass from Naviance and have it signed by the teacher before coming to the presentation.  
Of course, you are reminded to ask the teacher at least two days in advance of the scheduled visit.  Seniors are simply required 
to report for the session and Mr. Maj will review the Naviance sign-up sheet with the attendance clerk.  All sessions are held at 
the Student Services Center and the multi-purpose room.  Look Good and BE SMART.  The list of colleges visiting and the 
registration link is on Naviance. 
 
Junior students residing in the State of Michigan  should check the following site for information regarding the Michigan 
Merit Examination procedures.  Juniors will need to take the ACT along with Workkey assessment portions of the examination.  
Please visit (https://www.michigan.gov.mme.)  Information also can be accessed off the Valuable Links page on Naviance. 
Seniors only have one opportunity left to take the exam.  Available dates and procedures should be on line late November. 
 
All parents and students are encouraged to use the wealth of resources that are available in the guidance office.  Please feel 
free to stop in a browse our selection of books and periodicals.   
 

Parents - If you do not have access to the grade re porting system, please contact Mr. Steingass, our a cademic dean. 
 
College Applications:   Mr. Maj expects all applications to be in his office no later than October 20th unless a November 1st 
deadline requires you to submit it to Mr. Maj no later than October 13th.  Mr. Maj and Mrs. Faust need a two - week grace period 
for processing applications and for pulling all the necessary documentation together.  Most information regarding college 
information will typically be in the news section on Naviance. 
 
Senior Parents:   A Parent Financial Aid Meeting will be held on November 5th at 7:00 p.m. in the school chapel. At last month’s 
parent meeting, parents were encouraged to have their sons investigate which financial aid forms are required at the schools 
that they are applying to.  Depending on the school, some students may need other forms for financial aid besides the federal 
government form known as the FAFSA.  Some schools have an independent school financial aid form  that must also be 
completed to be considered for financial aid.  If your son is applying to a private and/or selective university , he should 
determine if the CSS profile  is required.  The CSS Profile registration is available on Naviance beginning this month or paper 
applications can be obtained at the Student Services Center.    
 
All seniors are reminded to review their college planning guide to identify important deadlines  and concerns  related to college 
applications, scholarship applications and financial aid forms. Students are also reminded to read admission requirements and 
major requirements thoroughly before applying.  Students should also check each college site regarding scholarship 
opportunities and procedures.  All students must bring in the cover sheet for each college application and for each scholarship 
application.  Do not send anything out on your own! 
 
Seniors have been encouraged to review the list of general scholarships that are delivered to Mr. Maj’s office.  The list can be 
found on the sidebar of Family Connection (Naviance) under “from your school”.  If you are eligible for any of them, you should 
provide Mr. Maj with a list of the ones that you are interested in and he will deliver them to you during seventh period once they 
arrive.  These scholarship applications are delivered throughout the year.  If the scholarship contains a link, please apply online 
and print any necessary forms for Mr. Maj including the application cover sheet.  
 
Seniors are reminded to review the 68+page document given to them last year in regards to the college admissions process. 
 
Sophomore Parents :  If you are not registered yet with the Naviance website please contact Ms. Konnert in Guidance for a 
registration code.  You’ll be surprised at all of the information on this site and will receive important emails and valuable 
updates.   
 
Junior Parents :  Please encourage your sons to look at the information which will be given to them by Mr. Arnold after they 
receive their results and to visit the PSAT web site for additional information.  Visit www.collegeboard.com/psat.  This year all 
students who have taken the PSAT will be given a personalized access code.  This code will allow them to the following items: 
(1) explanations for the answers to every question, (2) a personalized SAT Study Plan and (3) personalized college and career 
planning with MYROAD. 
 
 
 



Freshman Parents  . . . Mr. Maj provided an orientation to guidance services at St. Francis for all freshmen during the first 
weeks of school.  Each student received a copy of the pamphlet entitled St. Francis de Sales Guidance Department and he 
learned how his counselor could be of help to him.  Counselors have also provided some study skills sessions for our Knights. 
This year your sons will be introduced to our guidance network, Naviance, and ACT/Discover in their scheduled computer 
class.  
                                                               
We are again collecting your “old” eyeglasses.  So if you would like to donate, a collection box is located on the ground floor 
outside of Mr. Conry’s Campus Ministry office. 
 
Ohio Graduation Tests  – Beginning with the class of 2007, all students must pass the Ohio Graduation Test (OGT) to receive 
their diploma from an Ohio high school.  Makeups for students in grades 11 and 12 will be the week of October 27 – October 
30, 2008.  Mr. Arnold will be contacting students individually with testing information. 
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Homecoming News:  Once again we will be in need of seven convertibles for our Homecoming parade which is scheduled to 
begin at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, October 10.  If you have a convertible (or know of someone who does) that can be used for this 
event, please contact Mr. Don Conry at 419-531-1618 Ex. 318 or at dconry@sfstoledo.org. 
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