THUCYDIDES
The Funeral Oration of Pericles

The most famous statement of Greek loyalty to the city-state is the
following account of the funeral speech of the Athenian statesman
Pericles in the classic History of the Peloponnesian War by the ancient
historian Thucydides.” The speech culogized the Athenian soldiers
who had died in the war against Sparta in 431 8.C.E.

Notice the high value placed on loyalty to Athens and service to the
state. Here is the origin of patriotism. Pericles also insists that Athens
is 2 democratic ciry-statt¥He praises Athenian freedom as well as pub-
lic service. Could there be a_conflict berween personal.freedom and
public service? If so, how would Pericles resolve such a conflict? Yougd
might also notice that Pericles is praising Atheman citizen-soldiers
who died defending not their home but the empire. Could there be a
conflict between Athenian democracy and the ambitious empire?

Thinking Historically

Are the sentiments that Pericles expresses a consequence of territorial
j ‘9 f"a& e sovereignty? Could such sentiments be expressed m defense of caste?

QZE(F&U- @Nozice row Pericles speaks of ancestors, family, and parents. Do his
| S M

words suggest any potenrial conflict berween family tes and lovaley to
The stare? How is Pericles able to convince his audience of the priod
of the spre over kinship tes? Mow Sl prinaty SUEIEEpromeas
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I will speak first of our ancestors, for it is right and seemly that now,
& leve y Hl‘ +heve. when we are lamenting the dead, a tribute shouid be paid 1o their mem-
ory. There has never been a tme when they did not inhabit this land,
which by their valour they have handed down from generation t© gen-
eration, and we have received from them a free state. Burt if they were
worthy of praise, still more were our fathers, who added to their inheri-
tance, and after many a struggle transmitred to us their sons this great
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wpire. And we ourselves assembled here today, who are still most of

in the vigour of life, have carried the work of improvement further,
«d have richly endowed our city with alt things, so that she is suffi-
.nt for herself both in peace and war. Of the military exploits by
hich our various possessions were acquired, or of the energy with
hich we or our fathers drove back the tide of war, Hellenic or Barbar-
n [non-Greek], 1 will not speak: for the tale would be long and is fa-
ifiar to you. But before 1 praise the dead, 1 should like to point out by
‘hat principles of action we ros¢ to poWer, and under what institutions
ad through what manner of life our empire became great. For 1 con-
sive that such thoughts are not unsuited to the occasion, and that this
umerous assembly of citizens and strangers may profitably listen to
aer.

Our form of government does not enter into rivalry with the insti-
ations of others. We do not copy our neighbours, but are an example
o them. It is true that we are called a democracy, for the administra-
ion is in the hands of the many and not of the few. But while the law
ecures equal justice to all alike in their private disputes, the claim of
scellence is also recognised; and when a citizen is in any way distin-
mished, he is preferred to the public service, pot as a Matier of privi-
lege, but as the reward of merit. Neither is poverty 2 bar, but a man
may benefit his country whatever be the obscurity of his condition.
There s no exclusiveness in our public life, and in our private inter-
course we are not suspicious of one another, nor angry with our neigh-
bour if he does what he likes; we do not put on sour iooks at him
which, though harmless, are not pleasant. While we are thus uncon-
strained in our private intercourse, a spirit of reverence pervades our
public acts; we are prevented from doing wrong by respect for the au-
thorities and for the laws, having an especial regard to those which are
ordained for the protection of the injured as well as to those unwritten
laws which bring upon the transgressor of them the reprobation of the
general sentiment.

And we have not forgotten 0 provide for our weary spirits many
relaxations from toil; we have regular games and sacrifices throughout
the year; our homes are beautiful and elegant; and the delight which we
daily feel in all these things helps to banish melancholy. Because of the
greatness of our city ¢he fruits of the whole earth flow in upon us; sO
that we enjoy the goods of other countries as freely as of our own.

Then, again, our military training is in many respects superior to
that of our adversaries. Qur city is thrown open to the world, and we
never expel a foreigner or prevent him from seeing or learning anything
of which the secret if revealed to an enemy might profit him. We rely
not upon management Or trickery, but upon our own hearts and hands.
And in the matter of education, whereas they from early youth are al-
ways undergoing laborious exercises which are to make them brave, we
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live at ease, and yet are equally ready to face the perils which they face.
And here is the proof. . .,

If then we prefer to meet danger with a light heart but without la-
borious training, and with a courage which is gained by habit and not
enforced by law, are we not greatly the gainers? Since we do not antici-
pate the pain, although, when the hour comes, we can be as brave as
those who never allow themselves to rest; and thus too our city is
equally admirable in peace and in war. For we are lovers of the beauti-
ful, yet simple in our tastes, and we cultivate the mind without loss of
manliness. Wealth we employ, not for talk and ostentation, but when
there is a real use for it. To avow poverty with us is no disgrace; the
true disgrace is in doing nothing to avoid it. An Athenian citizen does
not neglect the state because he takes care of his own household; and
even those of us who are engaged in business have a very fair idea of
politics. We alone regard a man who takes no interest in public affairs,
not as a harmless, but as a useless character; and if few of ug are origi-

hators, we are all sound judges of policy. The great impediment to ac-
tion is, in our opinion, not discussion, but the want of that knowledge
which is gained by discussion preparatory to action. For we have a pe-
culiar power of thinking before we act and of acting too, whereas other
men are courageous from ignorance but hesitate upon reflection. And
they are surely to be esteemed the bravest spirits who, having the clear-
est sense both of the pains and pleasures of life, do not on that account
shrink from danger. In doing good, again, we are unlike others; we
make our friends by conferring, not by receiving favours. Now he who
confers a favour is the firmer friend, because he would fain by kindness
keep alive the memory of an obligation; but the recipient is colder in his
feelings, because he knows that in requiting another’s generosity he will
not be winning gratitude but only paying a debt. We alone do good to
our neighbours, not upon a calculation of interest, but in the confi-
dence of freedom and in a frank and fearless spirit.
To sum up: I say that Athens is the school of Hellas, and that the
individual Athenian in his own person scems to have the power of
adapting himself to the most varied forms of action with the utmost
versatility and grace. This is no passing and idle word, ‘but truth and
fact; and the assertion is verified by the position to which
ties have raised the state. For in the hour of trial Athens a
her contemporaries is superior to the report of her.
comes against her is indignant at the reverses which h
hands of such a city; no subject complains that his ma
thy of him. And we shall assuredly not be without witnesses; there are
mighty monuments of our power which will make us the wonder of
this and of succeeding ages; we shall not need the praises of Homer or
of any other panegyrist whose poetry may please for the moment, al-
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though his representation of the facts will not bear the light of day. For
we have compelled every land and every sea to open & path for our val-
our, and have everywhere planted eternal memorials of our friendship
and of our enmity. Such is the city of whose sake these men nobly
fought and died; they could not bear the thought that she might be
caken from them; and every one of s who survive should gladly toil on
her behalf. :

1 have dwelt upon the greatness of Athens because 1 want to show
you that we are contending for a higher prize than those who enjoy
none of these privileges, and to establish by manifest proof the merit of.
these men whom 1 am now commemorating. Their foftiest praise has
been already spoken. For in magnifying the city I have magnified them,
and men like them whose virtues made her glorious. And of how few
Hellenes can it be said as of them, that their deeds when weighed in the
balance have been found equal to their famel. .. They resigned to hope
their unknown chance of happiness; but in the fact of death they re-
solved to rely upon themselves alone. And when the mornent came they
were minded to resist and suffer, rather than to fly and save their lives;
they ran away from the word of dishonour, but on the battlefield their
feet stood fast, and in an instant, at the height of their fortune, they
passed away from che scene, not of their fear, but of their glory.

Such was the end of these men; they were worthy of Athens, and
the living need not desire €0 have a more heroic spirit, although they
may pray for a less fatal issue. The value of such a spirit is not to be ex-
pressed in words. Any one can discourse O you forever about the ad-
vantages of a brave defence, which you know already. But instead of
listening to him I would have you day by day fix your eyes upon the
greatness of Athens, until you become filled with the love of her; and
when you ate impressed by the spectacle of her glory, reflect that this
empire has been acquired by men who knew their duty and had the
courage to do it, who in the hour of conflict had the fear of dishonour
always present to them, and who, if ever they failed in an enterprise,
would not allow their virtues to be lost to their country, but freely gave
their lives to her as the fairest offering which they could present at her
feast. The sacrifice which they collectively made was individually re-
paid to them; for they received again cach one of himself a praise which
grows not old, and the noblest of all sepulchres —1 speak not of that in
which their remains are Jaid, but of that in which their glory survives,
and is proclaimed always and on every fitting occasion both in word
and deed. For the whole carth is the sepulchre of famous men; not only
are they commemorated by columns and inscriptions in their own
country, but in foreign fands there dwells also an unwritten memorial
of them, graven not on stoné but in the hearts of men. Make them your
examples, and, esteeming courage to be freedom and freedom to be
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happiness, do not weigh too nicely the perils of war. The unfortunate
who has no hope of a change for the better has less reason to throw
away his life than the prosperous who, if he survives, is always liable to
a change for the worse, and to whom any accidental fall makes the
most serious difference. To a man of spirit, cowardice and disaster
coming together are far more bitter than death striking him unper-
ceived at a time when he is full of courage and animated by the general
hope. :

Wherefore I do not now commiserate the parents of the dead who
stand here; I would rather comfort them. You know that your life has
been passed amid manifold vicissitudes; and that they may be deemed
fortunate who have gained most honour, whether an honourable death
like theirs, or an honourable sorrow like yours, and whose days have
been so ordered that the term of their happiness is likewise the term of
their life. I know how hard it is to make you feel this, when the good
fortune of others will too often remind you of the gladness which once
lightened your hearts. And sorrow is felt at the want of those blessings,
not which a man never knew, but which were 2 part of his life before
they were taken from him. Some of you are of an age at which they
may hope to have other children, and they ought to bear their sorrow
better; not only will the children who may hereafter be born make them
forget their own lost ones, but the city will be doubly a gainer. She will
not be left desolate, and she will be safer. For a man’s counsel cannot
have equal weight or worth, when he alone has no children to risk in
the general danger. To those of you who have passed their prime, I say:
Congratulate yourselves that you have been happy during the greater
part of your days; remember that your life of sorrow will not last long,
and be comforted by the glory of those who are gone, For the love of
honour alone is ever young, and not riches, as some say, but honour is
the delight of men when they are old and useless.

To you who are the sons and brothers of the departed, I see that the
struggle to emulate them will be an arduous one. For all men praise the
dead, and, however pre-eminent your virtue may be, hardly will you be
thought, I do not say to equal, but even to approach them. The living
have their rivals and detractors, but when a man is out of the way, the
honour and good-will which he recejves is unalloyed. And, if I am to
speak of womanly virtues to those of you who will henceforth be wid-
ows, let me sum them up in one short admonition: To a woman not to
show more weakness than is natural to her sex is a great glory, and not
to be talked about for good or for evil among men, ‘

I have paid the required tribute, in obedience to the law, making
use of such fitting words as I had. The tribute of deeds has been paid in
part; for the dead have been honourably interred, and it remains only
that their children should be maintained at the public charge until they
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Plato / From The Republic

this is the solid prize with which, as with a garland,
Athens crowns her sons living and dead, after a struggle like theirs. For
where the rewards of virtue are greatest, there the noblest citizens are
enlisted in the service of che state. And now, when you have duly
{amented, everyone his own dead, you may depart.

PLATO
From The Republic

are grown up;

This selection is from one of the world’s most famous books of phi-
losophy. Two events dominated the early life of Plato (428-348
B.C.E.}, turning him away from the public life be was expected to lead.
Plato was born in the shadow of the Peloponnesian War, which ended
with the defeat of Athens in his twenty-third year. Disillusioned with
especially the democracy that condemned

the postwar governments,
forsook the political arena for

his teacher Socrates in 399 B.C.E., Plato
a life of contemplation.

Plato’s philosophical books, called dialogues because of the way they

develop ideas from discussion and debate, follow Plato’s teacher
Socrates around the city-state of Athens. Often they begin, like The Re-
public, with a view of Socrates and other Athenian citizens enjoying the
public spaces and festivals of the city. Notice in this introduction how
territorial sovereignty creates public places and public activities.
Thinking Historically

Plato was neither a democrat Dot politically active. Nevertheless, his
he world of what

fife and his philosophy exemplify a commitment to t

McNeilt calls “territorial sovereignty.”

A primary source can support 2 particular viewpoint by espousing
it, as Plato espouses the benefits of living in a territorial state or think-
ing about government. But a source can also provide clues about the

Plato, The Republic of Plato, trans. F. M. Cornford (London: Oxford University Press, 1941},

2.3, 177-79, 227-35.



Read Pericles’ “Funeral Oration” and respond to these questions.

(Hellas is Greek for Greece and Hellenes are the Greeks.)

L P

What made Athens great in Pericles’ mind?

What seems to be expected of every Athenian?

What are the virtues of an Athenian?

How is Pericles able to convince his audience of the priority of the state
over kinship ties?



