Axistotle (384 - 322)

Aristotle’s father, Nicomachus, was a physician, and it was probably from him that Aristotle
developed an interest in physical science. When he was 17 he entered Plato’s school at Athens and he
remained there until his teacher’s death in 348/7. Aristotle had a keen interest in zoology and botany.
In 343 Philip of Macedon invited him o become Alexander the Great's (356 - 323) teacher. Aristotle
taught Alexander Homer and politics. Aristotie tutored Alexander until he became regent for his
father in 340. Aristotle went to Athens soon after Philip’s death (335) and founded a school. He
developed a library and a museum for zoology. He organized research on a grand scale, including the
account of the constitutions of 158 Greek city-states. When Alexander died the Athenians accused
Aristotle of “impiety” and he left Athens and retired to Chalcis where he died in 322. His work has
had tremendous influence on later thinkers such as 5t. Thomas Aquinas (1225 - 1274) and 5St. Francis de
Sales.

Nicomachaean Ethics

The purpose of all ethics is the search for that good which everyone aims to get out of living:
happiness. Every creature is most happy when fulfilling just the functions for which Nature designed
him. Nature designed the human person for reason. Virtues are states of character in which we choose
our activities rationally and therefore correctly. Through virtue we can arrive at the state of
happiness we all desire. Virtues are acquired through training in good habits and deliberate will and
choice. Some of the virtues Aristotle wrote about are: courage, temperance, generosity, prudence/good
sense, and good temper. It is through the virtues that we govern our emotions and acts. We cannot
allow our passions to drag us into wrong doing. There are external influences which help or hinder us in
our advance toward happiness: pleasure, glory and honor, pain and misfortune, friendship, profit, and
amuserment.
Respond to these questions:
1. What are imperfect friendships? Why are these imperfect?
2. What is perfect friendship? Why is this so rare?
3. Why is amusement not happiness? Does amusement have a place? Explain.
4. Why can a slave never be happy?
5. What is the importance of contemplation and self-sufficiency?

6. Why is contemplation the activity of God?

7. Does Aristotle have it right about happiness? Explain. What would you add or subiract from his
explanation?
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